May 4, 2000

as the “Harry S. Truman Federal
Building.”
S. 2417
At the request of Mr. CRrAPO, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. THOMAS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2417, a bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to in-
crease funding for State nonpoint
source pollution control programs, and
for other purposes.
S. 2434
At the request of Mr. L. CHAFEE, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2434, a bill to provide that
amounts allotted to a State under sec-
tion 2401 of the Social Security Act for
each of fiscal years 1998 and 1999 shall
remain available through fiscal year
2002.
S. 2444
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2444, a bill to amend title
I of the Employee Retirement Income
Security Act of 1974, the Public Health
Service Act, and the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to require comprehensive
health insurance coverage for child-
hood immunization.
S. 2486
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCcH) and the Senator from Nevada
(Mr. REID) were added as cosponsors of
S. 2486, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to improve access to bene-
fits under the TRICARE program; to
extend and improve certain demonstra-
tion programs under the Defense
Health Program; and for other pur-
poses.
S. CON. RES. 60
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. DAscHLE) and the Senator
from Hawaii (Mr. INOUYE) were added
as cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 60, a con-
current resolution expressing the sense
of Congress that a commemorative
postage stamp should be issued in
honor of the U.S.S. Wisconsin and all
those who served aboard her.
S. CON. RES. 103
At the request of Mr. SMITH of New
Hampshire, his name was added as a
cosponsor of S. Con. Res. 103, a concur-
rent resolution honoring the members
of the Armed Forces and Federal civil-
ian employees who served the Nation
during the Vietnam era and the fami-
lies of those individuals who lost their
lives or remain unaccounted for or
were injured during that era in South-
east Asia or elsewhere in the world in
defense of United States national secu-
rity interests.
S. RES. 248
At the request of Mr. RoBB, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. ABRAHAM), the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. BURNS), the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator
from ldaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator
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from Wyoming (Mr. ENzI), the Senator
from Washington (Mr. GORTON), the
Senator from lowa (Mr. GRASSLEY), the
Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH), the
Senator from Florida (Mr. MACK), the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN),
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. RoB-
ERTS), the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SMITH), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. SMITH), the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. THURMOND), and
the Senator from Arkansas (Mr.
HUTCHINSON) were added as cosponsors
of S. Res. 248, a resolution to designate
the week of May 7, 2000, as ‘‘National
Correctional Officers and Employees
Week.”

S. RES. 294
At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 294, a resolution des-
ignating the month of October 2000 as
““Children’s Internet Safety Month.”

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 108—DESIGNATING THE
WEEK BEGINNING ON APRIL 30,
2000, AND ENDING ON MAY 6, 2000,
AS “NATIONAL CHARTER
SCHOOLS WEEK”

Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
GREGG, and Mr. KERRY) submitted the
following concurrent resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. CoN. RES. 108

Whereas charter schools are public schools
authorized by a designated public body and
operating on the principles of account-
ability, parent flexibility, choice, and auton-
omy;

Whereas in exchange for the flexibility and
autonomy given to charter schools, they are
held accountable by their sponsors for im-
proving student achievement and for their fi-
nancial and other operations;

Whereas 36 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
have passed laws authorizing charter
schools;

Whereas 35 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
will have received more than $350,000,000 in
grants from the Federal Government by the
end of the current fiscal year for planning,
startup, and implementation of charter
schools since their authorization in 1994
under title X, part C of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
8061 et seq.);

Whereas 32 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
are serving approximately 350,000 students in
more than 1,700 charter schools during the
1999 to 2000 school year;

Whereas charter schools can be vehicles
both for improving student achievement for
students who attend them and for stimu-
lating change and improvement in all public
schools and benefiting all public school stu-
dents;

Whereas charter schools in many States
serve significant numbers of students with
lower income, students of color, and students
with disabilities;

Whereas the Charter Schools Expansion
Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-278) amended the
Federal grant program for charter schools
authorized by title X, part C of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 8061 et seq.) to strengthen account-
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ability provisions at the Federal, State, and
local levels to ensure that charter public
schools are of high quality and are truly ac-
countable to the public;

Whereas 7 of 10 charter schools report hav-
ing a waiting list;

Whereas students in charter schools na-
tionwide have similar demographic charac-
teristics as students in all public schools;

Whereas charter schools have enjoyed
broad bipartisan support from the Adminis-
tration, the Congress, State governors and
legislatures, educators, and parents across
the Nation; and

Whereas charter schools are laboratories of
reform and serve as models of how to educate
children as effectively as possible: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) acknowledges and commends the char-
ter school movement for its contribution to
improving our Nation’s public school system;

(2) designates the week beginning on April
30, 2000, and ending on May 6, 2000, as ‘‘Na-
tional Charter Schools Week’’; and

(3) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to observe the week by con-
ducting appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities to demonstrate support for
charter schools in communities throughout
the Nation.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 109—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARD-
ING THE ONGOING PERSECUTION
OF 13 MEMBERS OF IRAN’S JEW-
ISH COMMUNITY

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. SMITH
of Oregon, and Mr. DoDpD) submitted
the following concurrent resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. CoN. REs. 109

Whereas on the eve of the Jewish holiday
of Passover 1999, 13 Jews, including commu-
nity and religious leaders in the cities of
Shiraz and Isfahan, were arrested by the au-
thorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
accused of spying for the United States and
Israel;

Whereas three of 13 defendants were tried
in the first week in May 2000, in trials that
were closed to all independent journalists,
outside media, international observers, and
family members;

Whereas no evidence was brought forth at
these trials other than taped ‘‘confessions’’,
and no formal charges have yet been filed;

Whereas Jews in Iran are prohibited from
holding any positions that would give them
access to state secrets;

Whereas the judge in the case also serves
as prosecutor, chief investigator, and arbiter
of punishment;

Whereas United States Secretary of State
Albright has identified the case of the 13
Jews in Shiraz as ‘‘one of the barometers of
United States-Iran relations”’;

Whereas countless nations and leading
international human rights organizations
have expressed their concern for the 13 Ira-
nian Jews and especially their human rights
under the rule of law;

Whereas President Mohammad Khatami
was elected on a platform of moderation and
reform;

Whereas the United States has recently
made goodwill overtures toward Iran, includ-
ing lifting restrictions on the import of Ira-
nian foodstuffs and crafts, promising steps
toward the return of assets frozen since 1979,
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